
Most trees growing in the plonted londscope
need supplementol woter throughout their lives.
ln the dry climote of Colorqdo, this meons
wotering in winter months, os well os the rest of
the yeor. Trees qnd lowns hove different woter
needs ot different soil depths ond it is importont
to ensure thot trees in lowns ore not getting too
little or too much woter.

Where to Wqter
. At the driptine (not the trunk)
. lf you hod o drip system instolled when

you plonted your tree, the woter emitters
were probobly instolled neor the trunk. Be
sure to move them out from the trunk
ond odd odditionol lines to supply
odequote woter.

' Tree roots ore in the top two feet of soir. rn
compocted soil, most roots moy be in the
top foot of soil. They con extend out from
the trunk to severor times the width of the
tree conopy.

Not Sure if your Tree Needs Wqter?

Frequent shollow wotering for moture qnd

check the soil moisture. Toke o slender screwdriver or something similor, ond poke it into the soil inseverol ploces oround the tree-both inside ond outside the dripline (where the conopy extends).

Ij::.::::yi,ly1,o13o;irv nenetrote the soitto o depth of 6_8 inches, there is no need to oppty woter.
tlr your soll is sondy, this technique moy not work os well.) vou con olso use o soil moisture meter.

estoblished trees does not provide odequote
woter for their roots ond frequent deeper
wqtering moy provide too much. Tree roots
need oxygen to survive ond if soil is too
woterlogged, tree roots mqy die, ond trees
become stressed. Stressed trees ore mognets
for pests ond diseoses.

Wotering Estqblished or Mqture Trees
. Woter less frequently, but deeply
. 1-2 inches of woter every two weeks

during the growing seoson
(opproximotely I0 gollons per inch of
trunk diometer)

. Check soil moisture

. Woter once or twice o month in winter if
there hos not been odequote moisture
ond the ground is not frozen. Stort in the
morning on o doy when the high will be
over 40o F.

where to Apply woter for Estqblished or Mqture Trees

Check soil moisture
6-8 inches down

:

Apply woter ot dripline

h in feeto-T

I

Apply woter ot dripline

wqtering Trees: An overview

Note: Do not regulorly
irrigote pinyon pines.
They do not do well with
regulor irrigotion.



Regulor inigotion ofter plonting encouroges root development, helping to successtully estoblish o tree'

Generolly, it tokes one growing-seoson per inch of coliPer to estoblish tree' o *o-'n::,:^o,'i-1:.::r- 
,.

;ff;;:;".;;;; i; ;.,hree srowins seosons. rf your oreo is coorer, it mov toke ronser; if it is

wormer it moy toke less time. For recently plonted trees, the root boll con become dry in just o doy'

Frequent, light wotoring is criticol for newly plonted trees'

Tobte t. Estimoted irrigotion of newty ptonted trees ond shrubs du ng the growing seoson bos-_e_d-on ooliPeL

-ca--p.G*ort"a o i'"..oort"a o i,t"nes obove the top of the root boll'

**check soil moisture ond woter os needed. tf it is hot ond windy, opply the higher omount ot the more

f requent recommendqtion.

,,t:
check the octuol woter need before wotering. A common mistoke on compocted ond cloyey

il-(;; poo|. aroinog") is to opply too much woter per irrigotion session, which con woterlog

the plonting hole. Never opply irrigotion if soil is soturoted'

As o rule of thumb, estoblishment tokes one seoson per inch of trunk coliper'

Woteronceortwiceomonthinwinteriftherehosnotbeenodequotemoistureondtheground
is not trozen. Stort in the morning on o doy when the high will be over 40" F'

lnourdry,semi-oridclimote,thereisbenetittromopplyingodditionolirrigotionoutsidetheroot-
bolloreotomointoinsoilmoistureintherootingoreo.Thisconbedonewithoringedsoilberm
thot ollows woter to percolote into the soil or o sooker-type hose running oround the bocKill

oreo.
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Amount of Woter To APPIY ot
lrrigotion Need for Vigor

I inch coliPer: l-1.5 gollons

2 inch coliPer: 2-3 gollonsa

a

a

Doily lor 2 weeks

Every 2-3 doYs for two months

Weekly until estoblished (one to two or more seosons)

<2-inch

coliper

3 inch coliPer: 3-4.5 gollons

4 inch coliPer: 4-6 gollonsDoily tor 4 weeks

Every 2-3 doYs for three months

until estoblished (two to fo@

a

a

a

3-4-inch
coliper

5 inch coliPer: 5-7.5 gollons

6 inch coliPer: 6-9 gollonsDoily for 6 weeks

Every other doY for 5 months

until estoblished (four or @

a

a

a

>4-inch

coliper

Recently Plqnted Trees o

o

a


